











the law does not prohibit the Petitioners from presenting their petition as the Consumer Advocate
suggests.
III.  The Petitioners have not requested single issue ratemaking.

11.  The Consumer Advocate claims that this proceeding represents a request for
“single issue” ratemaking. Again, the Consumer Advocate is mistaken. Both Abenaki and
Hampstead have pending rate cases in which all rate making issues are being reviewed. Rates
will be set in those proceedings based on consideration of all of the issues. This proceeding
simply seeks to address an issue common to all small water system cases in an administratively
efficient manner.

12.  The Administrative Procedures Act allows the Commission to commence an
adjudicative proceeding “at any time with respect to a matter within the agency's jurisdiction”.
RSA 541-A:31, II. Inherent in that authority is the power to break out an issue for consideration
in this proceeding. There is no reason to believe that the Consumer Advocate will not have a full
and complete opportunity to present evidence and argument in this proceeding and in the two
pending rate cases. As a result, there is no single issue ratemaking.

13.  Lastly, Lakes Region has not requested any change to its rates. It desires clarity,
if not a rule, on how an appropriate cost of equity for small water companies should be
determined. There is no reason to believe that a declaratory ruling or an appropriate amendment
to the Commission’s rules would result in single issue rate making or preclude the Commission
from considering evidence in a future rate case.

WHEREFORE Lakes Region respectfully requests that the Commission deny the

Consumer Advocate’s Motion to Dismiss and grant such other relief as justice may require.
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